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cost of the call, including any sur-
charge or premises-imposed-fee. The
oral disclosure required in this para-
graph shall instruct consumers that
they may obtain applicable rate and
surcharge quotations either, at the op-
tion of the provider of inmate operator
services, by dialing no more than two
digits or by remaining on the line. The
phrase ‘‘total cost of the call,” as used
in this paragraph, means both the vari-
able (duration-based) charges for the
call and the total per-call charges, ex-
clusive of taxes, that the carrier, or its
billing agent, may collect from the
consumer for the call. Such phrase
shall include any per-call surcharge
imposed by the correctional institu-
tion, unless it is subject to regulation
itself as a common carrier for imposing
such surcharges, if the contract be-
tween the carrier and the correctional
institution prohibits both resale and
the use of pre-paid calling card ar-
rangements.

(2) Permit the consumer to terminate
the telephone call at no charge before
the call is connected; and

(3) Disclose immediately to the con-
sumer, upon request and at no charge
to the consumer—

(i) The methods by which its rates or
charges for the call will be collected;
and

(ii) The methods by which complaints
concerning such rates, charges or col-
lection practices will be resolved.

(b) As used in this subpart:

(1) Consumer means the party to be
billed for any interstate call from an
inmate telephone;

(2) Inmate telephone means a tele-
phone instrument set aside by authori-
ties of a prison or other correctional
institution for use by inmates.

(3) Inmate operator services means any
interstate telecommunications service
initiated from an inmate telephone
that includes, as a component, any
automatic or live assistance to a con-
sumer to arrange for billing or comple-
tion, or both, of an interstate tele-
phone call through a method other
than:

(i) Automatic completion with bill-
ing to the telephone from which the
call originated; or

(ii) Completion through an access
code used by the consumer, with billing
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to an account previously established
with the carrier by the consumer;

(4) Provider of inmate operator services
means any common carrier that pro-
vides outbound interstate operator
services from inmate telephones.

[63 FR 11617, Mar. 10, 1998, as amended at 67
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§64.801 Purpose.

Pursuant to section 401 of the Fed-
eral Election Campaign Act of 1971,
Public Law 92-225, these rules prescribe
the general terms and conditions for
the extension of unsecured credit by a
communication common carrier to a
candidate or person on behalf of such
candidate for Federal office.

§64.802 Applicability.

These rules shall apply to each com-
munication common carrier subject to
the whole or part of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934, as amended.

§64.803 Definitions.

For the purposes of this subpart:

(a) Candidate means an individual
who seeks nomination for election, or
election, to Federal office, whether or
not such individual is elected, and an
individual shall be deemed to seek
nomination for election, or election, if
he has (1) taken the action necessary
under the law of a State to qualify
himself for nomination for election, or
election, to Federal office, or (2) re-
ceived contributions or made expendi-
tures, or has given his consent for any
other person to receive contributions
or make expenditures, with a view to
bringing about his nomination for elec-
tion, or election, to such office.

(b) Election means (1) a general, spe-
cial, primary, or runoff election, (2) a
convention or caucus of a political
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party held to nominate a candidate, (3)
a primary election held for the selec-
tion of delegates to a national nomi-
nating convention of a political party,
and (4) a primary election held for the
expression of a preference for the nomi-
nation of persons for election to the of-
fice of President.

(c) Federal office means the office of
President or Vice President of the
United States: or of Senator or Rep-
resentative in, or Delegate or Resident
Commissioner to, the Congress of the
United States.

(d) Person means an individual, part-
nership, committee, association, cor-
poration, labor organization, and any
other organization or group of persons.

(e) Unsecured credit means the fur-
nishing of service without maintaining
on a continuing basis advance pay-
ment, deposit, or other security, that
is designed to assure payment of the
estimated amount of service for each
future 2 months period, with revised es-
timates to be made on at least a
monthly basis.

§64.804 Rules governing the extension
of unsecured credit to candidates
or persons on behalf of such can-
didates for Federal office for inter-
state and foreign common carrier
communication services.

(a) There is no obligation upon a car-
rier to extend unsecured credit for
interstate and foreign communication
services to a candidate or person on be-
half of such candidate for Federal of-
fice. However, if the carrier chooses to
extend such unsecured credit, it shall
comply with the requirements set forth
in paragraphs (b) through (g) of this
section.

(b) If a carrier decides to extend un-
secured credit to any candidate for
Federal office or any person on behalf
of such candidate, then unsecured cred-
it shall be extended on substantially
equal terms and conditions to all can-
didates and all persons on behalf of all
candidates for the same office, with
due regard for differences in the esti-
mated quantity of service to be fur-
nished each such candidate or person.

(c) Before extending unsecured cred-
it, a carrier shall obtain a signed writ-
ten application for service which shall
identify the applicant and the can-
didate and state whether or not the
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candidate assumes responsibility for
the charges, and which shall also ex-
pressly state as follows:

(1) That service is being requested by
the applicant or applicants and that
the person or persons making the ap-
plication will be individually, jointly
and severally liable for the payment of
all charges; and

(2) That the applicant(s) understands
that the carrier will (under the provi-
sions of paragraph (d) of this section)
discontinue service upon written notice
if any amount due is not paid upon de-
mand.

(d) If charges for services rendered
are not paid to the carrier within 15
days from rendition of a bill therefor,
the carrier shall forthwith at the end
of the 15-day period serve written no-
tice on the applicant of intent to dis-
continue service within 7 days of date
of such notice for nonpayment and
shall discontinue service at the end of
the 7-day period unless all such sums
due are paid in full within such 7-day
period.

(e) Each carrier shall take appro-
priate action at law to collect any un-
paid balance on an account for inter-
state and foreign communication serv-
ices rendered to a candidate or person
on behalf of such candidate prior to the
expiration of the statute of limitations
under section 415(a) of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934, as amended.

(f) The records of each account, in-
volving the extension by a carrier of
unsecured credit to a candidate or per-
son on behalf of such candidate for
common carrier communications serv-
ices shall be maintained by the carrier
so as to show separately, for interstate
and foreign communication services all
charges, credits, adjustments, and se-
curity, if any, and balance receivable.

(g) On or before January 31, 1973, and
on corresponding dates of each year
thereafter, each carrier which had op-
erating revenues in the preceding year
in excess of $1 million shall file with
the Commission a report by account of
any amount due and unpaid, as of the
end of the month prior to the reporting
date, for interstate and foreign commu-
nications services to a candidate or
person on behalf of such candidate
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